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2023 amendments to the Land Administration Act 1997

• Minister for Lands (Minister) may approve one or more land 
management accreditation systems

• Proclaimed in regulation

• Must be consistent with land condition standards and land 
management guidelines



What will it be used for?

• Minister must have regard to whether a pastoral lessee is 
certified in considering:

• An application for extension of the term of a pastoral lease or a 
re-grant for a greater term

• PLB will have regard to whether a pastoral lessee is certified 
in considering:

• Prioritise inspections/Rangeland Condition Assessments (RCA)

• Determining response/compliance action for identified land 
condition issues

• Advice to the Minister (e.g. renewals/extensions/compliance)



What is it?

• Accreditation

Formal recognition that an organisation has the competence to 
perform specific technical activities (such as certification)

• Certification

Independent third-party confirmation via audit of an 
organisation’s systems or products



Accreditation and certification in a pastoral context



Some characteristics

• Participation is voluntary – business decision to opt-in or opt-
out

• Industry-led, Government approved

• Goal:
• Improve land condition and management by encouraging best 

practice in land management

• Give pastoral lessees an opportunity to formally demonstrate best 
practice land management

• Risk management tool for the Pastoral Lands Board (PLB)



Benefits: extensions

• Minister must have regard to certification when deciding 
whether to extend the term of a lease

• Ability for pastoral lessees to formally demonstrate good 
land management credentials

• Commercial benefits regarding potential recognition of 
land management accreditation in markets



Benefits: compliance

• PLB Rangeland Management Compliance Policy: 
• risk-based
• based on all available information 

• RCAs undertaken by risk-based prioritisation:

• Satellite data

• Stock numbers

• Time since last on-ground inspection

• Certification status



Potential Role for Industry

• Opportunity to develop a new accreditation system 

• Could adopt/adapt an existing one

• Could integrate with existing monitoring



Questions?
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